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IS HE THE SALT OR THE WOUND? 
 BY COLINE MILLIARD
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!"##$!!%"&'()*+!*!'+,')$#$,*'-$()!.'/$''
+!'(&!0'0,$'0%'+*!'10!*'#0,*)02$)!+(&3'
(##&(+1$4'5-'(,'+,*$),(*+0,(&'#"&*")(&'
$&+*$'-$*'#)+*+#+6$4'%0)'7+!'!$,!(*+0,(&+!18
(,4'&0(*7$4'5-'(,+1(&9)+:7*!'(#*+2+!*!''
%0)'7+!'",(5(!7$4'"!$'0%'&+2$'#)$(*")$!''
+,'7+!';0)<.'=)(,*$4'('!0&0'!70;'(*''
*7$'>$,*)$'?01@+40"'&(!*'-$()'(*'0,&-''
AB3'(')()$'%$(*'+,'#0,!$)2(*+2$'C)(,#$3'
D54$!!$1$4E!'@)$!$,*(*+0,'+,#&"4$4'!70)*'
2+4$0!'%$(*")+,:'!,(<$!3'40:!3'(,4'%)0:!'

!"#$%3'FGGHI3'('!$)+$!''
0%'=)J,$;(&49+,!@+)$4'>7)+!*!'1(4$''

&'()*3'FGBBKBFI3'(,4'('
!*()9!7(@$4'7(!7+!7'!&(53'+,#3'FGGG.'
L"*!+4$3'('BMN9%00*9*(&&'5)0,6$'!*(*"$'0%'
%00*5(&&'@&(-$)'O+,P4+,$'O+4(,$'7$(49
5"**+,:'Q()#0'Q(*$)(66+'4")+,:'*7$'FGGR'

-),./0%/121%3'FGBBKBF3'

)$+:,$4'02$)'*7$'?01@+40"'@&(6(.'S70#<'
*(#*+#!'7(2$'&0,:'5$$,'D54$!!$1$4E!'
*)(4$1()<.'>$,*)$'?01@+40"'4+)$#*0)'
D&%)$4'?(#T"$1$,*'#01@()$!'7+!';0)<!''
*0'U@",#7$!'*0'*7$'2+$;$)E!'%(#$.V'W"*''
*7$'$X7+5+*+0,E!'*+*&$3'UY$'!"+!'+,,0#$,*V''

+,*$,*Z'D54$!!$1$4'40$!,E*'!$$'7+1!$&%''
(!'(,'$,:+,$$)'0%'2+0&$,#$'5"*'(!'(')$@0)*$)''
0,'*7$'5)"*(&')$(&+*-'()0",4'7+1.'[+<$'
?0,*+"!'?+&(*$3'7$';(!7$!'7+!'7(,4!.
U\7(*'40$!'+*'1$(,'*0'@)020<$]V'*7$'

'
7+!'1$*704!.'U\7(*'+!'#$)*(+,'+!'*7(*'
@0;$)'"!$!'@)020#(*+0,'*0'^"!*+%-'
)$@)$!!+0,.V'L,'*7$'#02$)'0%'*7$'?01@+40"'
#(*(&0:"$3'D54$!!$1$4'+!'@+#*")$4'
!*(,4+,:'(5&(6$'+,'('?()+!+(,'!*)$$*3'(''
,$;'Q07(1$4'W0"(6+6+'(50"*'*0'+:,+*$'*7$'

(&%;(-'*7)0":7'0")'
#0,2$)!(*+0,3'D4$&'
D54$!!$1$4'4(!7$!'
0"*'0%'*7$')001.'/$'
#01$!'5(#<3'W+5&$'+,'
7(,43'(,4'&(",#7$!'
+,*0'S(+,*'Q(**7$;Z'
U_0"'()$'*7$'!(&*'0%'
*7$'$()*73'5"*'+%'!(&*'
7(!'&0!*'+*!'*(!*$3'70;'

!7(&&'+*!'!(&*+,$!!'5$')$!*0)$4]V'`7$)$E!'
1+!#7+$%'+,'7+!'20+#$.'`7$'()*+!*'+!';$&&'
(;()$'0%'7+!')$@"*(*+0,'(!'('@)020#(*$")a'

+,'*7$'BG*7'())0,4+!!$1$,*'0%'?()+!'
$X@$#*+,:'*0'7$()'*7$'=0!@$&.'U`7$)$'-0"'

",4+!:"+!$4':&$$'(!'7$'#&(@!'+*'!7"*.
D54$!!$1$4'+!'0,$'0%'C)(,#$E!'10!*'

H



!"#$%"&'"()*'*#+!,*-#.(/&'01!!2&'(3%(4'!#'
-5(3*(6'7('!3.(*'8('#/'3'!#$4'#+'"1*'93*!'
*!$:1#&'3'*!#/()*'!"4#0'+4#8'!"(';3/35'
<31/!,=34!1/6'>#55(:,$-':4301/%*'51('
(9(420"(4(&'?1!*'#+'*@$5-!$4(*'3/:'#!"(4'
./1@../3@.*'@4#0:'!"('534%('!4(*!5('!3?5(*6'

A391:6'B'*8355';"41*!'1*'"(5:'#/'!"('@4#**'
?2'!0#':4301/%'-1/*6'B?:(**(8(:'*"#0*'
8('!"('83C$(!!('+#4'"1*'*#5#'*"#0'3!'A391:'
D014/(4&'#-(/1/%'1/'E#/:#/'!"1*'8#/!"6'
F"4(('8#/!"*'1/'3:93/@(&'1!)*'18-4(**19(52'

+#48(4'(8-14(&'01!"'!"('*!155'9(42'9191:'
18-4(**1#/*'#+'1!*'"1*!#42'3/:'82!"#5#%2&G'

-#0(4&'3/:'-#0(4'1*'3'91@1#$*'!"1/%6G
B?:(**(8(:'(/91*3%(*'3'534%('

Telle mère tel !ls, 
2008. Airplanes, 
felt, aluminum, 
and metal,
88½ x 13 x 16½ ft.

PREVIOUS SPREAD,  
FROM LEFT: 
Je suis innocent, 
2012. Digital 
C-print,  
90½ x 69¾ in.

Décor, 2011–12.
Razor wire, four 
elements, each 
82½ x 68½ x 17 in.

*@$5-!$435'1/*!3553!1#/&'!"#$%"&'()*"&+$&'
HIJH&'#@@$-21/%'8#*!'#+'!"('%355(42)*'

'
7('1/!(/:*'!#'-53@('3'KL,+##!,!355'!(443,
@#!!3'-#!'#/'3'8#/$8(/!35'-51/!"'83:('
+4#8'(5(@!4#/1@'*@43-*'3/:'?41*!51/%''
01!"':2/381!('*!1@.*&'3*'1+'3?#$!'!#'?('

83:('#+'%#5:&'"3*"1*"&'%$8&'@532M3/:'

03/!'!#':(35'01!"'*#8(!"1/%'!"3!'"3*'!#':#'
01!"'*$?*!3/@(&'1/'!"('35@"(81@35'*(/*(''

"3*'?((/'4(,@4(3!(:'1/'?34?(:'014(6'B81:'
!"('($-"#413'#+'3'-#*!NA138#/:'O$?15((''
3/:'01!"'P41!31/'3031!1/%'3'/(0'4#235'?3?2&''
!"1*'*-1.2'@"314'1*'*$4('!#'@4(3!('3'*!#486''

*-53*"(:'3@4#**'!"('!3?5#1:*M3/:'/#':#$?!'
*#'@3/'B?:(**(8(:6'F"('-1(@('1*'(/!1!5(:''
,$%&-.)/%#$0%1.%2)1$

'
"('Q#.(*'01!"'"1*'3**1*!3/!&'E1*3&'3*'"('
-#1/!*'#$!'!"('-1(@()*'8#:(5'!#'8(6
F"1*'/#:'!#'=34@(5'A$@"38-)*'

8$*!3@"1#(:'=#/3'E1*3'1*'/#'@#1/@1:(/@(6'
B?:(**(8(:'*"34(*'01!"'!"('+3!"(4'#+''
!"('4(3:283:('3/'(/!"$*13*!1@'1@#/#,
@53*8&'3/:'A$@"38-'1*'#/52'#/('#+'"1*'
8$5!1+341#$*'*#$4@(*6'F"('83/'1*'3'
9#43@1#$*'@$5!$435'#8/19#4(6'=(/!1#/*'#+'
P4(@"!&'R3+.3&'S1(!T*@"(&'A#*!#2(9*.2&'
3/:'U#23'-(--(4'"1*'*-((@"'3/:'"1*'

3/@"#41/%'"1*'-43@!1@('1/'3/'34!1*!1@'
51/(3%('"34.1/%'?3@.'!#'!"('E3*@3$V'
-31/!1/%*'0('(/:'$-':1*@$**1/%'!"3!'

@4388(:'01!"'9#5$8(*'#/'51!(43!$4(&'
-"15#*#-"2&'3/:'34!'"1*!#426'W/'!"(''
@#++(('!3?5(&'+3@*1815(*'#+'A1:(4#!'X'
:)B5(8?(4!)*'3*040+'561)$'*!3/:'/(V!'!#'
Y(4/(4'7(4T#%)*':1342&'7'*8.$#/%'9%%
/:$%;#$+$##6'F"4#$%"#$!'!"('1/!(491(0&'
<!4391/*.2'?53*!*'+4#8'*-(3.(4*6'ZF"('
4(+(4(/@(*'34('*#'/$8(4#$*'!"3!'!"(''
0#4.'*((8*'!#'"1:('?("1/:'!"(8&G'041!(*'
P5#$1/34!1/+#'[43/@()*';\51/(']1(!!4(''
#+'!"(']#8-1:#$'*"#06'B?:(**(8(:'1*'
$/+3T(:6'ZF"(*('34!1*!*'34('51.('82'

'
0"#'34('*@34(:'0"#':#/)!'C$#!(6G
F"('34!1*!'1*'/#!#41#$*'+#4'-#.1/%'0"(4('

1!'"$4!*6'F0#'-1(@(*'1/'!"('+#4!"@#81/%'
(V"1?1!1#/'!3.('3*'3'*!34!1/%'-#1/!'>1@"34:'
73815!#/)*'@(5(?43!(:'!41-!2@"'#/'!"('

-1@!$41/%'3'>(-$?51@3/':(!31/(('1/'3'
*"1!,*8(34(:'@(55'3!'!"('=3T(']41*#/''
<:$%7)/)=$*&'J^_`N_ab&'3/'W43/%(83/'
<:$%>.&?$0/&'J^__N^Ib&'3/:'3'-3!4#551/%'

<:$%>/"/$&'J^^`b6'F"(2'
4(*$4+3@('1/'B?:(**(8(:)*'0#4.'3*'3'91:(#'
3/183!1#/'#+'3'+(@(*'53?241/!"'1/'>/"/$&'
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HIJH&'3/:'3*'(V-4(**19('0355':4301/%*'#+'
!4##-(4*'1/'>'+1"/$*&'HIJH6'F"('5#2351*!''

'
+#4'"1*'91(0*'#/'!"('-#51!1@35'?3@.%4#$/:'
*$44#$/:1/%'73815!#/)*'-31/!1/%*&'!"('

'
3!'=3%"3?(442']41*#/&'#4'<!(9('

@.*A$-&'HII_&'
3?#$!'P#??2'<3/:*)*'J^_J'"$/%(4'*!41.(6'
P$!'B?:(**(8(:'4(+$*(*'!#'%#'!"(4(6'

!"(/'-1@.'!"('*@3?'#+'!"1*'*!155'"1%"52'
*(/*1!19('!#-1@c'B/:'0"2'-314'1!'01!"'*$@"'

W/('@3/'9(/!$4('3/'3/*0(4'1/'
@#/*1:(41/%'3/#!"(4'*@$5-!$4('1/'!"('
*"#0&'7-)
*!3!$(!!('83:('#+'8388#!",!$*.'19#42'
+(3!$4(*']"3/'F"1'R18']"d@&'!"('/3.(:'
e1(!/38(*('%145'4$//1/%'3032'+4#8''
"(4'91553%('?$4/1/%'01!"'/3-358'1/'
7$f/"';g/%'ZS1@.G'h!)*']$51!T(4']41T(N

B?:(**(8(:)*'-1(@('!"('@#/!(V!'"3*'?((/'
(43*(:6'[4#T(/'1/'!"('?#/2'83!(4135&''
355'!"3!'4(831/*'1*'!"('@"15:)*'*@4(38'#+'

"#0'!"1*'@#8-34(*'01!"'"1*'?34?(:,014('
;"41*!*6'ZY1!"';"41*!&'1!)*'3'@42'+#4'!"('

'
!"('@42'#+'3'*#/'!#'"1*'+3!"(46'F"('19#42'
@42'1*'!"('@42'#+'0#$/:(:'1//#@(/@(6G''
7-)&'-(4"3-*&':#(*/)!':(35'01!"'e1(!/38'
1/'!"('*38('032'!"3!'>/"/$'3/:'>'+1"/$*'

'
!"1*'*"#0'3!!(8-!'!#'@3-!$4('*#8(!"1/%'
#+'!"('9(42'(**(/@('#+'034&'#+'1!*'!43%1@'
1/(91!3?151!26'B/:'/#!'#/52'034*'?(!0((/'
/3!1#/*M18-(4135'034*&':2/381!(,
*!43--(:'*$1@1:('?#8?(4*M?$!'!"('034'
5(:'?2'(3@"'1/:191:$35'3*'"('@349(*''
#$!'"1*'-(4*#/35'"1*!#426'ZY('34('355'3!'
034&G'!"('34!1*!'*32*6
B?:(**(8(:'8#4('!"3/'8#*!6'P#4/'1/'

;#/*!3/!1/(&'B5%(413&'1/'J^iJ&'"('%4(0'$-'
1/'!"('P(4?(4'!#0/'#+'P3!/3&'*!$:21/%''

P(3$V,B4!*'1/'B5%1(4*'1/'J^^I'381:'
1/@4(3*1/%'!(44#41*!'$/4(*!6'[#55#01/%'!"('
8$4:(4'#+'!"('*@"##5)*':14(@!#4&'B"8(:'
B**(53"&'3/:'"1*'*#/&'>3?3"&'1/'J^^j&'
B?:(**(8(:'"$441(:'!#'[43/@('3/:'-1@.(:'

'
1/'E2#/6'h/3?5('!#'%#'?3@.'"#8('+#4'"1*'
*1*!(4)*'0(::1/%'1/'J^^K&'"('-4#:$@(:'3B)/&'
3'*8355'/(#/'*1%/'*-(551/%'#$!'$B)+
!"3/'3':(@3:('53!(4&'9(4*1#/*'#+'!"('-1(@('
4(-53@(:'355'!"('(V1!'*1%/*'3!'>#?(4!'<!#44)*'
e(/1@('P1(//35('1/'HIIi&'3'8#:(*!'?$!'
-#1%/3/!'%(*!$4('!"3!'0#/'A391:'D014/(4'
#9(4b6'B?:(**(8(:'8#9(:'!#'!"(';1!\'
1/!(4/3!1#/35(':(*'34!*&'1/']341*&'1/'J^^^'
3/:'4(3@"(:'S(0'k#4.'1/'HIIJ'#/'3'!"!#'
]<J'%43/!6'F"('B8(41@3/'*#Q#$4/':1:/)!'A
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Cri, 2012.
Ivory, 52½ in.

!"#$%&'())*+"$,-&./&01"$&1,&-,#+23.,-&&
$*&+(2"$*2&4.-,!!"1&5"22*(6&"#&$1,&
7(8!39".!,:&"$6*#;1,2,&)*2&;,*;!,&*)&&
42".&-,#+,8$&;*#$<=>??@&4.-,##,6,-&
2,!*+"$,-&$*&A"23#&"8-&$1,8&B,2!38&.,)*2,&
6*938C&."+D&$*&$1,&E2,8+1&+";3$"!%&&
F1,&"2$3#$&1"#&.,,8&"&A"23#3"8&)*2&$1,&&

&
),,$%&G*,#&1,&#,,&136#,!)&"#&"&8*6"-H&

&

I,*;*!-&B!**6%:

4.-,##,6,-&#"/38C&$1"$&1,&-3-8J$&+1**#,&
"2$@&.($&$1"$&"2$&+1*#,&136%&74&6*8D&0*(!-&
#"/&$1"$&1,&0"#&K,!,+$,-@J&:&1,&$*!-&"2$&&
+23$3+&A3,2&I(3C3&F"LL3&38&$1,32&.**D<!*8C&
!"#$%&'()*"#
-3#63##&#(+1&"&C2"8-3!*M(,8$&+!"36@&
#6"+D38C&"#&3$&-*,#&*)&M("#3<6/#$3+"!&
;2,-,#$38"$3*8%&B($&$1,&-,+!"2"$3*8&3#8J$&&

4.-,##,6,-&".*($&3$@&1,&,N;!"38#&$1"$&&
1,&0"#&2"3#,-&38&"&9,2/&6*-,#$&)"63!/@&03$1&
932$("!!/&8*&+(!$(2"!&!3),%&O,$&,"2!/&*8&&
1,&0"#&-2"08&$*&"2$@&+2,"$38C&)2*6&6,$"!&
#+2";#&$*/&+"2#&1,&0*(!-&C39,&"0"/&$*&&
$1,&8,3C1.*21**-&+13!-2,8%&4.-,##,6,-J#&&
.*!-&#$"$,6,8$&3#&13#&0"/&*)&,N;!"3838C&"8&
,N$2"*2-38"2/&$2"P,+$*2/Q&)2*6&B"$8"&#$2,,$&
D3-&$*&6,C"+*!!,+$*2&E2"8R*3#&A38"(!$J#&
-"2!38C@&)2*6&$1,&2(#1,-&"2239"!&38&I/*8&38&
$1,&?==S#&$*&$1,&C!*."!&)"6,&*)&$1,&TS?S#%&
F1,&"2$3#$&0"#&,9,8&#1*2$!3#$,-&$*&2,;2,#,8$&
E2"8+,&"$&$1,&U,83+,&B3,88"!,&$13#&

4823&'"!"@&01*&0"#&!,##&
!3D,!/&$*&*)),8-&$1,&
6"8-"238#&*)&$1,&
-3;!*6"$3+&38$,!!3C,8$#3"%&
A*#$+*!*83"!&0*(8-#&&
"2,&#!*0&$*&1,"!@&"8-&3$&&
+*(!-&0,!!&.,&$1"$&$1,&
+*(8$2/&3#8J$&2,"-/&$*&
1"9,&"8&4!C,23"8<.*28&
2,;2,#,8$"$39,@&8*&
6"$$,2&1*0&-,#,2938C%
4!$1*(C1&4.-,##,6,-&

-*,#8J$&;"2$3+(!"2!/&
,8P*/&-0,!!38C&*8&13#&
;"#$@&1,&)2,,!/&"##,2$#&
$1"$&7"!!&"2$0*2D#&"2,&
"($*.3*C2";13+"!%:&48-&
013!,&6*#$&*)&13#&0*2D&
C,#$(2,#&$*0"2-&$1,&
1(6"8&$2"C,-/&"$&!"2C,@&
13#&,N$,8#39,&*,(92,&3#&
*)$,8&"&$2"8#!"$3*8&*)&
!39,-&,N;,23,8+,#@&13#&
*08&"#&0,!!&"#&*$1,2#J%&

$0*&*)&$1,&0*2D#&
"!!(-38C&$*&13#&6*$1,2&
"2,&6"-,&03$1&$1,&
.*-3,#&*)&"+$("!&;!"8,#@&
;!"3$,-&$*C,$1,2&38&$1,&
6*8(6,8$"!&+%,,%-./&%-

I3D,&'*8:V@&TSSW@&*2&
2*!!,-&(;&!3D,&"&C"2C"8$("8&;"#$2/&38&
0"1&%2@&TSSX%&F1,#,&8*$<#*<#(.$!,&
6,$";1*2#&)*2&-3#;!"+,6,8$&1"9,&"&

38$36"+/&03$1&-3#"#$,2@&$1,/&#$(;,)/&./&
$1,32&"6.3$3*8%
F1,&;236"+/&4.-,##,6,-&C2"8$#&$*&2,"!&

,N;,23,8+,&"8-&,9,8$#&1"#&"!0"/#&.,,8&

/*(8C&0*6"8&2,6*938C&1,2&9,3!&38&3.4&%-
%)-51.*/&%Y"&-32,+$&2,#;*8#,&$*&$1,&
;*!,63+&*8&$1,&Z(#!36&9,3!&)(,!,-&./&"&
6383#$,23"!&6,6*2"8-(6&*)&$1,&#"6,&/,"2&
)*2.3--38C&;(;3!#&$*&0,"2&7*#$,8$"$3*(#&

$1,&0"D,&*)&$1,&23*$#&$1"$&#1**D&(;&$1,&
A"23#&#(.(2.#@&4.-,##,6,-&;2*-(+,-&$1,&
!3),<#3L,&$,22"<+*$$"&#+(!;$(2,&*)&"&.(28$&
+"2@&6&(7)*7%-8%&"-+",%&(#7%@&TSS[@&$3$!,-&
")$,2&\,0&O*2D&Z"/*2&](-*!;1&^3(!3"83J#&
6*$$*&"-*;$,-&./&$1,8&38$,23*2&6383#$,2&
\3+*!"#&'"2D*L/%&F1,&#1*+D&*)&,N;,23,8+,&

&
13$&./&$1,&93*!,8+,&*)&_3-"8,J#&C,#$(2,&*8&
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“What is certain is that 
power uses provocation 

to justify repression.” 
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BELOW:
Abdessemed’s 
Paris studio,  
2012, with the 
pedestal for Vase 
abominable in  
the foreground.

Coup de tête,  
2011–2012. Bronze,  
17½ x 11½ x 7 ft.


